SWIFT, (1836)  

HM PACKET BRIG 6  

Commanders


Appointed w.e.f.
Route
Lt. R. David Welch, R N.  
26/2/1836-41  

Madeira, Brazils & Buenos Ayres 

Lt. John Douglas, R N.,  
5/8/1841-47

Lt. William Lory, R N.,  
9/1/1847-48

Type:


Packet Brig (8-18pounders?)

GRT:


361 bm

LOA: 


95.5 x 30.5 ft 

Builder:


Deptford 1835-36  (Colledge "Colson, 21/11/1825")

Owner(s)

Admiralty

Built:


1836

In Packet Service:
1836 - 1848 (sold 1866)

FP 26/12/1835: Express & Swift have been commissioned at Woolwich.

FP 12/3/36: Lt. D. Welch appointed to command Swift Packet

FP 21/5/36: Arrived,[Falmouth] new Packet Swift, Lt. Welch from Woolwich DY [Dockyard]

FP 15/7/1837: We understand Government has contracted for merchant steam vessels to convey the mails from Falmouth-Vigo-Lisbon-Cadiz-Gib.  The Lisbon packets now employed will be dispensed with... [part of 'Shipping Gazette' article in FP]

FP 12/8/1837: The Secretary to the Post-Office, w.e.f. September 1837, will send the mails by hired steamer every Monday from Falmouth - Gibraltar, from thence fortnightly to Malta, Greece, Ionian Islands, Egypt and East India on H.M. Steam packets employed in the Mediterranean.

[NOTE: The last three sailing packets to Lisbon were Pantaloon, Star and Swift.

Swift sailed 28/8/1837, expected back 26/9 (same day as Don Juan was scheduled to return) and arrived 12/10/37.   The first hired steamer on the new route, Don Juan, owned by The Peninsular Steam Company who contracted to provide the service for £29,600 per annum, sailed from Falmouth 4/9/1837 but was wrecked leaving Gibraltar on 15/9/1837.]

FP 30/9/1837: "Advices from Lisbon inform us of the birth of an heir to the throne of Portugal, on the evening of 16/9/37 the Queen was safely delivered of a son, who is to bear the name Peter Fernando and the title Duke of Oporto.  The Prince is said to be as handsome as his father and as plump as his mother" (!!) 

[NOTE: this news may have arrived on Swift, arrived Fal 12th Oct. or by the hired Steamer Iberia which arrived. Falmouth. 1st October, 1837..

The passengers & crew off Don Juan were brought home on Steam Frigate Medea, which left Lisbon 16/9/37, prior to the birth on the same evening]

FP 10/2/1837: Appointments Plymouth, Lt. R. D. Welch to Hercules. 

FP 31/3/1838: Appointments.  Mr. D. Welch as Masters’ Assistant to Swift. [Lt. Welch's brother?]

FP 8/12/1838: Hope & Swift had bad weather 8 days homeward, barometer at 28, (inches of mercury) and Swift 11 days at 28, which is a most extraordinary occurrence. [Reference to prolonged low pressure?] Letters from Sheldrake, Lt. Passingham from Havannah "very stormy passage out"

FP 1/1/1839: Swift, Lt. Welch dep. 4 January to Madeira & Brazils

[FP 12/11839 lists Swift, Michell, for Newport Rhode Island

Mooring vessel 1861 at the Cape and renamed Y.C..3.  Sold 1866 ]

FP 1/2/1840: Swift, Lt. Welch sailed 4 January 1840, for Halifax and returned 24 January a distressed state.  On 19 January, while hove-to, she was thrown on her beam-ends by a terrific sea, which carried away her main yards in two pieces, shifted several pigs of her ballast, and broke everything adrift below, smashing all the cabin furniture.  The bulwarks of her upper decks were washed away and seven men washed overboard, of which six were saved.  Seagull, Lt. Parsons, was immediately commanded to sail with her mails.

[ Note: See Extract from the 10th Annual report of the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic Society, (1842) - "Remarks of a Heavy Gale of Wind, experienced in Halifax in September 1839, on board HM Brig Reindeer, H. P. Dickens, R.N. Esq.]  

[FP 11/3/1840 refers to comments that Capt. Plumridge, Packet Superintendent on Astraea, was forcing Packets to sail in life-risking conditions, and that Seagull was unfairly ordered to Halifax, a route renowned for gales and lost vessels... exposing Lt. Parsons to needless hardship. In fact, the Falmouth Packet editor wrote, the Seagull was provisioned for a longer voyage and the only vessel in port (Falmouth) when Swift returned damaged, and that experienced seamen, notably "Honest Jack Parsons" were 'fully expected to sail in difficult conditions.”]

FP 6/6/1840: Mr. Welch, son of Lt. Welch, commander of HMP Swift, appointed to Masters’ Assistant on HMS Inconsistent.
FP 25/6/1842: Appointed, Mr. Incledon, Assistant Surgeon to HMPB Swift vice Mr. D. Wilkes promoted to the rank of Surgeon. [Swift sailed from Falmouth for the Brazils 8/7/1842]

FP 16/12/1843: Swift, Lt. Douglas, left Rio 20/10/43, on board £8,000, gold etc.,. 

[A letter from Monte Video (refers to) horrors of the siege and blockade (by Buenos Ayreans, see Crane, FP 6/1/1844) and scarlet fever prevalent in Rio.]

FP 22/6/1844: Nicholas Uglow, seaman on packet Swift  [arrived Falmouth 16/6/44 from Brazil] with 100 lbs of tobacco on board - H. M. Brig Swift remanded 7 days to await instructions from the Commissioners of Customs.

FP 29/6/1844: Nicholas Uglow pleaded guilty - fined £100 or 6 months in gaol in default.

FP 14/11/1930 qf. Pigot's Directory (circa 1845) lists: Douglas, Lieut. John, R.N., [residing at] Dunstanville-terrace

FP 3/1/1846: Swift Packet Brig, Lt. Douglas, sailed on Tuesday for Devonport to refit.  Swift will take the February mail to S. America.

FP 10/1/1846: French newspapers printed in Brazil - " (a) recently discovered diamond mine in the province of Bahia, people flooding in crowds to the mine, and many sugar plantations (were) entirely abandoned by their owners in order that they might enrich themselves by searching for diamonds.  Despite being open only 13 months, diamonds to the value of Francs 18 million (£730,000) were recovered.

FP 23/1/1847: Appointed, Lt. Lory to command HM packet Swift, vice Douglas.

FP 1/5/1847: HMP Penguin, Lt. Swainson sailed from Rio direct on 18/3/1747, and when coming out of the harbour, boarded the Swift packet going in. The latter will return via Bahia and Perna.  Penguin’s stay was unusually short, her not having been detained there.  Passengers, His Excellency the Russian Ambassador, Mr Lomonosoff, Captain Wilmot R.N., Count Trotti ... [26 in total] and £12,000 on freight,

FP 26/5/1847: Died 4 May at Pernambuco of dysentery, having landed at that port three days previously from HM packet Swift, Henry Coates Esq., nearly 30 years an eminent medical practitioner in Rio de Janeiro

FP 2/10/1847: Died at Swift Villa, near Gosport, D. Welsh (sic) [Welch] Esq., Commander R.N., who formerly commanded her Majesty's brig Swift on this station.

FP 27/11/1847: Arrived HM packet Swift, Lt. Lory on Sunday from Rio whence she sailed 5th October.  

Among her passengers, Mr. Lionee de St. George, late French Chargė d'affaires at Rio, and family.
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Extracts from the Database of sailings for H.M.P. Brig Swift
