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Forward: 

"Joseph Williamson, afterwards Sir Joseph Williamson and Secretary of State, took upon himself the editorship of the London Gazette, supplanting Roger L'Estrange, surveyor of the press.  (L'Estrange wrote in alarm to Lord Arlington, “ resisted the loss of his 'Newsbook', worth £400 a year.” He pleads also his courage in remaining in London during the plague, 80 of the printing trade died of it.)

During the year of 1665, christenings in London were recorded at 9,967 and deaths were 97,306, and of these 68,596 were of the plague.  In January 1666 the deaths from plague were reduced to 60 or 70 a week, by June, 20 or 30.  Early in February 1666, the King once more ventured to return to Whitehall.  Its ravages were, outside London, chiefly confined to the eastern and southern maritime counties.

From Falmouth, which had not yet been touched, a correspondent writes on Nov 11, (1665); " I am advised that [at Millbrook, Plymouth] the last week there hath been abundance of ravens croaking about the town, to the admiration of the inhabitants, and some of the oldest people of the town saith that, some several years past, when there was a great plague they had the like sign; so that it doth much trouble them, for fear the like plague may fall upon them again, which God prevent."

-----------------------------

p.51:
  96. 
Tho. Holden to James Hickes, 'of the Post office' [see p.280. March 1,
letter from Deal.]

p.161:
199.
Henry Robinson (1665 petition)



For admission to service; his father lost much, and was put out of the post office for his loyalty

p.161:
199 i)
The case and title of Henry Robinson, of London, to the management of both post offices, as derived from Charles Lord Stanhope and Endymion and George Porter, and represented to the Convocation sitting on the Restoration; the post office was settled upon the King, without consideration of his services for imprisonment of the offices from £3,000 to £30,000 a year; giving a detail of proceedings in reference to the office of Postmaster General since 1577.  
 [Printed, 4 pages.]

p.233:
Sayes Court. Feb.5, 1666

36.
John Evelyn to the Duke of Albemarle.

... the late storm has demolished the banks of a moat about Leeds Castle (in Kent), and let out the water, and  the guards are put to an extraordinary duty to restrain the prisoners.

"The person in the post office packet boat at Deal [Kent] is John Braines, an Anabaptist, a great friend to the factious people, and suspected of conveying intelligence and doing ill offices, under protection of his employment."

p.237:
Whitehall. Feb. 9, 1666.

65.
Declaration by the King of War against the French King, who by declaring war on Jan.16 against England, became the aggressor; enjoining the Duke of York, as Admiral, and the Duke of Albemarle, as general of the forces, to oppose the French, and forbidding any intercourse with them on pain of death. [Printed, 4 pages.]

p.239:
Knowlton.  Feb 10, 1866.

86.
Sir Thomas Peyton to (Williamson)  - sends a letter left at his house;


86 i)
Ben. Harrison to Sir Thos. Peyton, Bart.


"Mr. Schainck writes that on 11th November last, a porter (Thos. Lord) of Dover said he hoped the Dutch fleet would have landed 1,000 or 2,000 men, and then 
they would have been ready with an army to assist them; that although the King had ordered their arms to be taken away, they had arms enough in the county to furnish the men, and two merchants of Dover would tell them what to do if an inroad should be made....

De Ruyter went in a little ship and himself sounded the waters, taking the English packet boat and sending  letters on shore by the passengers.  The packet boat men are Anabaptists, do not come to church, and carry enemies beyond sea; they offered to carry over three Dutch captains, out on parole, for 40s., but the captains refused; they [carried] counterfeit passes in Mr. Carlisle's name."  [3 
pages.]

p.254:
254.
Dr. Benj. Worsley. 
(1665 petition)

For payment of £1,600 due to him from the Exchequer: In 1659, on surrender by John Thurlow of the Farm of the post office, took it at £20,000 instead of £14,000, the former rent, on condition of holding it 7 years, but was soon violently turned out, and deprived not only of his contract but of the moneys he advanced to the exchequer.

p.280, 281: March 1, 1666. Whitehall.

4.
Henry Muddiman to Mr. Watts, Notary at Deal.

The Hamburg and Flanders packet-boat is taken by the French, and carried into Dunkirk.


(p.281)  Having distrusted Hickes ....

"The seizing of the packet-boat by the French was never practised in the late wars, and the only excuse is they pretent [pretended] she carries contraband goods."  
(3 pages signed by Watts)


[NOTE: seems in line with other complaints, that Dover packets were used to carry contraband...]

p.297:
March 13, 1666.

1.
[---- North to his wife], Mrs Frances North, Gainsborough.


Wishes her to write by the carrier, as the post charges 6d. a letter.

She and the two boys could come from Gainsborough to London by waggon for 25s., and have the bed brought.    [pages, damaged.]

p.300:
Whitehall.  March 15, 1666.

23.
H. Muddiman to Edw. Dyer of Dover.  News letter.


.... Sir John Jacob, farmer of customs, is dead.

p.332:
April 1, 1666

1.
James Hickes to Williamson.
Has written to Capt. Gahan (sic), governor of the Dublin post office, [Daniel Gahan, see p.356] to bid there look after the Chamberlain who dares to write such treacherous relations.  "Mr. Adrian, with whom Mr. Chamberlain lodges, comes some times to church, but is one of the heads of the Dutch church and a 
rich man."

p.405:
May 21,  1666. Royal Charles, Buoy of(f) the Nore.

84.
Duke of Albemarle to Lord Arlington.

A small vessel lately built at Harwich might attend [guard] the packet-boat and take any sloops that interrupt it.

p.418
Downs: 

39.
Prince Rupert to Lord Arlington.

Is ready to go aboard the James, and intends to sail to-night and try to get through the Channel; the victualler has detained them hitherto.  The packet boat and all the ships bound for Flanders and are stayed till they are gone.


(Endorsed 'received 30 May.' )

p.442:
Dover. 15 June, 1666.

6.
Jo. Carlisle to Williamson.

Hastened to Dover on receipt of his, but could not stop the letters, the French 
packet having gone.  Asks if the custom house boat sent now to go as near the enemy as possible, and bring an account of them.  Wants protection for the 11 
men in her.

p.449:
Nieuport.  June 21.  July 1, 1666
51.
Note. Arthur to Lord Arlington.

Is waiting an opportunity to come over; 20 odd seamen have escaped thither, and say that more will follow;  they dare not venture over in the packet boat;  
Messrs Glanville and Vanderpere relieve their distress, and thus hinder their dispersing, but cannot continue this without order;  a vigilant course is wanted to keep the men together.  The French seize and peruse most of the mails.

p.523
Naworth July 11, 1666.

71.
Earl of Carlisle to Williamson.

While the war continues, the packet must come to Carlisle by Newcastle, or he will lose his correspondence with Scotland, or the neighbouring counties on the East sea, where the danger is.  Although the post which used to come that way for convenience of his neighbours in Westmoreland, but now the public good requires it 
to be settled by Newcastle.

p.526
St. James, July 12, 1666.

86.
Sir Wm. Coventry to Lord Arlington.

Suggests that it might be well to stop all boats going from Dover, packet boats as 
well as others, till the [British] fleet be abroad.

p.573:
July 24, 1666

100.
Grant of the Post Office to Lord Arlington for 10 years, on expiration of Dan. O'Neale's term.


Minute. [Ent. book 23, p.221.]

Extracts from a Directory, courtesy of the R.I.C., Courtney Library, Truro.

Andrew Campbell (1999)

Note: The above extracts from a directory merely serve as notes for references relating to British postal packets. Please note they are not exhaustive and do not reflect all the detail which should be examined at the Public Record Office, Kew. 

